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Back to School Safety (continued) 
 

Traveling To and 
From School 
 

1. Map, with 
your children, a 
safe route to walk 
to school or to the 
bus stop. Avoid 
busy roads and 
intersections.  

2. Do a trial run with them to point out places they 
should avoid along the way and places they can 
go for help.  Walk with them for several days 
until they are comfortable.  

3. Teach children to follow all traffic rules when 
walking or biking. Stress that they should only 
cross the street at crosswalks or intersections 
with crossing guards when available.  

4. Tell them they should never jaywalk or dart out 
between cars. 

5. Encourage children to walk to school or the bus 
stop with a sibling or friend, and to wait at bus 
stops with other children.  

6. Teach children not to: 
a. Talk to strangers.  
b. Go anywhere with a stranger. 
c. Accept gifts from a stranger. 

Teach children a stranger is simply any person 
they do not know well.  Give them examples of 
people they know well and people they may 
recognize but do not know well, aka a stranger 

 
7. Teach children to: 

a. Yell; 
b. Run away; 
c. Immediately tell a trusted adult, 

if a person they do not know well, tries to 
interact with them. 

8. Tell them that if they see a suspicious person 
hanging around or in their school they should 
immediately tell a trusted adult.  

9. Help children memorize their phone number 
and full address, including area code and zip 
code.  

10. Write down other important phone numbers 
such as your work and cell phone on a card for 
your children to carry with them.   

11. Teach them about emergencies and how to call 
911. 

 

Driving Around Schools 
 

Set a good example.   
 

1. Be alert while driving near a school. Slow to 25 
mph. 

2. Look for kids at intersections and near the 
roadway. 

3. Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and 
carefully. 

4. Always yield to pedestrians. 
5. Notice stopped school buses.  

Have a safe and healthy school year! 
 
 

Scam Alert-“Your grandchild is in jail.” 
 

There is an international scam circulating.   It involves convincing you that your 
grandchild is in jail in a foreign country.  From Canada to Japan, this scam is 
everywhere … even Carlsbad!  The City of Carlsbad has had numerous such 
crime reports.  Here is how the scam works.  
 

1. The caller impersonates your grandchild. They say they are in jail in a 
foreign country.   

2. Or, a caller states they are your grandchild’s attorney and that your 
grandchild is in jail.  They then let you speak to someone who 
impersonated your grandchild. 

3. The caller says they are in desperate need of bail money, time is of the essence, and they usually 
ask that their parents not be notified.   

4. They ask that the bail money, usually several thousand dollars, be wired via Western Union. 
5. Without checking out the story, you, the grandparent wire the money.   
6. Many times, if the scam works, the perpetrator calls again and again for more money.  

 
Victims report that the caller “sounded just like my grandchild.”  As with everything over the telephone, check 
facts before you agree to send money or before you give out any personal information. They are counting on 
you acting out of fear for your grandchild. They will discourage you from checking the facts.  
 
If you have caller I.D., you can screen your calls and only pick-up the calls where you recognize the names 
and phone numbers.  You can let the answering machine get the other calls.  If you recognize the caller 
once they start speaking, you can still pick-up the phone.  
 

For more crime prevention information go to www.carlsbadca.gov/crime-prevention 
or call the Crime Prevention Unit at 760-931.2105.


